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Parshas Vayechi 
A Parsha Story for the Shabbos Table 

 

In parshas Vayechi Yaakov rebukes Reuven for being “pachaz kamayim” – he was too impulsive 

when he tried to stand up for his mother’s honor. Even when you have good intentions, it’s 

important to think through the consequences of your choices. Acting impulsively can lead to 

unintended results. 

 

 

Racheli was just sitting down to get cracking on her homework for the evening. It was not a 

small amount of homework. In fact, it was a relatively large amount of homework. And it had to 

be done. Yep, she thought, tapping her pencil on the desk, definitely needs to be done. Starting 

now. 

Just as she opened her Chumash binder, the phone rang. It was Basya, and she sounded awfully 

excited. 

“Basya,” remarked Racheli, “you sound awfully excited!” 

“Yes!” exclaimed Basya, “Because I just had this great idea that we should make a mazel tov 

poster for Morah Rubinstein, who’s coming back tomorrow from maternity leave!” 

“That is an exciting idea!” agreed Racheli. “I’ll be right over!” 

Racheli dashed out of her room, grabbed a jacket, and called out, “Bye Mom, I’m going to 

Basya’s house!” Then she ran out the front door. 

What do you think Racheli’s mother is going to say? 

about:blank
about:blank
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Interestingly, it turns out her mother was out front already, and Racheli ran directly into a 

rather stern-looking maternal figure with her hands on her hips.  

“Hi,” said her mother disapprovingly. 

“I bumped my nose,” said Racheli, rubbing the frontal part of her face. 

“Finished your homework already?” asked her mother. 

“Ehm, no, but there’s not so much. Basya and I need to make a mazel tov poster for Morah 

Rubinstein! I’ll take care of my homework later. I won’t be out long!” 

Racheli’s mother looked at her skeptically and said nothing. 

“Come on, it’s for a mitzvah purpose! Morah Rubinstein will be very happy.” 

Racheli’s mother looked at her skeptically and said nothing. 

“Ok thanks Mom!” chirped Racheli as she skirted around her mother and scampered off. 

“Be back by 8!” her mothered called after her. 

Racheli did get back by 8, but by then she was pretty tired already. She sat down to tackle her 

pile of homework, but found it wasn’t going very well, owing to the tiredness factor. She ended 

up staying up much later than she had planned to try to finish it, which she didn’t, and then she 

overslept the next morning to boot. It was only after running all the way to school that she 

remembered she had also forgotten to study for her math test last night. 

Needless to say, it was not a great day for Racheli. She spent most of it trying to stay awake and 

promising herself to do her homework first next time. 

How did Racheli’s impulsive choice affect her day? 

What should a person consider in order to make sure they are making an appropriate choice? 

What is hard about thinking ahead when making a choice? 

 

Good Shabbos! 


