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Parshas Mikeitz 
A Parsha Story for the Shabbos Table 

 

In parshas Mikeitz Yosef is called to see Paroh to interpret his dreams. Before he goes to meet 

the king of Egypt, he makes sure to shave and change into nice clothes. Although Yosef is not a 

superficial person, he recognizes that in order to be taken seriously he needs to look 

presentable. A good message in an ugly wrapper won’t get very far. 

 

 

The final round of the local Improve Your City contest was happening today. Ora was excited 

and nervous. The winner of the contest would go to city hall at the end of the month and 

present their best single idea for improving the city.  Ora had a whole plan for adding 

crosswalks and stop signs around town to improve safety. She had research to back up her 

ideas. She had won first place in her class, grade, and school, and was now competing against 

students from other local schools. She was almost there! 

As she was getting ready to leave for the competition, Ora’s mother popped into her room. “Hi 

sweetheart! Almost ready for your big presentation?” she asked. 

“I’m ready!” she responded enthusiastically. 

“Aren’t you going to change first? And maybe do your hair?” inquired her mother. 

“It’s not like we’re going to a chasuna, mom! This is the same dress I wore when I won the past 

three rounds. It’s my lucky dress! I’m going to stick with it.” 

“Well, yes, but that dress is starting to look a bit old,” replied her mother. “I just think you 

should consider how you present yourself in front of the judges.” 
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Did you benefit from this parsha story?  

Consider donating $1 as a thank you! 

 

Got feedback to share? We’d love to hear it!  

info@knafayim.com 

Do you think Ora should wear her lucky dress? Or change into something nicer? 

When they arrived at the competition hall, Ora went to take her place on the stage next to the 

students from the other schools. One boy was wearing a suit and tie. Another girl did almost 

look like she was going to a chasuna! Ora felt a little out of place wearing a dress that was kind 

of worn out, but she didn’t let it bother her. She had her presentation perfectly memorized and 

she was feeling confident. 

She delivered the presentation like a pro. Her message was clear, and her suggestions sound. So 

she was surprised when the judges picked the boy in the suit and tie! Ora thought her 

presentation was much better than his. 

One of the judges came up to wish Ora well after the competition was over. “Young lady, I want 

you to know that I thought you did a very good job. You have some strong ideas. But your 

presentation was somehow just a bit less powerful. I think that other young man won because 

overall he gave us judges a really good impression. I hope you see some success with your ideas 

in the future!” She shook Ora’s hand. 

“Um, thanks,” said Ora, still disappointed. She had hoped her ideas would take her to city hall 

this time, but it was not to be. 

Why do you think Ora didn’t win the competition? 

Why should it matter how somebody looks on the outside if what’s really important is who 

they are on the inside? 

How does Hashem want us to handle our physical appearance? 

 

 

Good Shabbos! 


