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Parshas Toldos 
A Parsha Story for the Shabbos Table 

 

In parshas Toldos, Yitzchak and Rivka daven to Hashem for a child. Chazal ask, why did Hashem 

make it hard for the imahos to have children? The answer is because Hashem wanted them to 

daven to Him. He loves the tefillos of the Jewish people, because He wants to hear from His 

children. 

 

 

Akiva was super nervous. The final baseball game of the season was tomorrow, and the winning 

team would be the league champions. It was the biggest game of the year, and the pressure 

was on. He couldn’t sleep at all. He kept tossing and turning in bed. 

“Akiva, stop making so much noise! You’re keeping me up!” complained his little brother 

Nachum. 

“Sorry,” replied Akiva, “I can’t sleep. I’m nervous about the game tomorrow.” 

“You’re nervous about Candyland?” 

“Not YOUR game, MY game, Nachum!” answered Akiva exasperatedly. “The baseball game! It’s 

the last one tomorrow?” 

“Oh, that game. Well, you’ll probably play better if you get a good night’s sleep.” 

“I CAN’T sleep!” 

“Oh, right. Want to play Candyland?” 

“NO!” 
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Akiva sighed and rolled over again. A moment later, Nachum heard a brief “Aha!” followed by 

some muttering. “Akiva, what are you doing now?” he asked. 

“I’m asking Hashem to help us win the game tomorrow.” 

“Are you allowed to ask Hashem for something like that?” 

Do you think it’s a good idea to daven to Hashem about a baseball game? Why or why not? 

“My rebbe told us that if it’s important to us, it’s important to Hashem, and we should turn to 

Him for help. Well, this is important to me. Hashem wants to hear from us about whatever’s on 

our minds, and this is on my mind. So I’m asking Him for help.” 

“Makes sense,” agreed Nachum. “Do you think He wants to hear that I won Candyland today?” 

“He totally does,” replied Akiva.  

“I’ll tell him,” Nachum decided. 

They both davened quietly to Hashem. When both of them were done, Nachum whispered to 

Akiva, “Akiva... can we play Candlyland tomorrow?” 

“Sure thing, Nachum. Now let’s get some sleep.” 

Then they fell asleep. 

What did Akiva teach Nachum about davening? 

Why do you think Hashem wants to hear what’s on our minds? 

What are some things you can talk to or ask Hashem about? 

 

 

Good Shabbos! 


